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I know that the Germans have no information about
what Hess told the British. They do not know what Hess
said in all those talks with Kirkpatrick and others who have
seen him. His talks have been isolated in such a way that
German knowledge was impossible. And that is important.
From the British viewpoint this fact is the most important
thing of all, and they have certainly handled the Hess affair
very well.
To-day the Germans have a word which is a pun on this
matter. They don't say it very often, but it comes out every
now and then. It's the old German word " hesslich." In the
German dictionary it means ugly or bad. The people in the
German beer gardens say the Hess affair is" Hesslich."
The fitting sequel to the Hess affair would be to have
Major-General Karl Haushofer disappear. During World
War I, Hess was his aide. Hess was the political sponsor of
this high priest of Nazi geopolitics, which is the mainspring
of all German foreign policy.
Hess studied under Haushofer at Munich University,
and Hess introduced Haushofer to Hitler. In 1923, when
Hitler was locked up after the fiasco of the beer-hall Putsch,
the Number Two Nazi took the professor to visit the dark
little man jailed at Landsberg, and there in the ensuing
months of 1924, Haushofer, then fifty-five and now seventy-
three, initiated Hitler into the expansiveness of geopolitics.
When Hitler came to power, he supported Haushofer
in a big way and he has done so ever since. Hitler made
him president of the German Academy and erected for him
the Geopolitical Institute at Munich, where Nazi strategists
bow at the major-general's feet. Haushofer was not for-
getful either. He has dedicated several of his books to
Rudolf Hess.